
Looking up-river to site of proposed 
Arboretum Bridge
• High Tide - cormorants sit atop fallen

tree lodged on river bottom at confluence
of Watts Branch and the Anacostia

Port Town Community Boathouse
Youth recreational programs

Middle school team at Kenilworth Park



Anacostia 
Swim Team 

gets a 
new member

Catching 
a crab in the 

Upper 
Anacostia

special events and 
adult recreational programs 



Mayor’s Boat 
Bladensburg Races 2014

Major developments 
after 1985

• Establishment of 
Kenilworth Park/ 
dump capped

• Demolition of    
PEPCO Power Plant

• Creation of          
ANA 11 wetlands

• Construction of ARWT

Channel no longer          
8 ft deep by 80 ft wide

+



• 11 existing bridges in 1st 7 miles of the Anacostia
• 5 in Upper Anacostia

Anacostia Tributary Trail 
Pedestrian Bridge 

• clear span from Bladensburg 
Marina to Colmar Manor 



Pier at ANA 11
• reduced width of channel by ¼ at high tide – 1/3 at low tide
• unusable by rowing shells (most common craft on upper 

Anacostia)
• no boat parking, no way to get boat across wetlands 
• Extremely limited use

Construction of ARWT at New York Ave Bridge: 
Barge and skiff at berthing pier



Boat traffic pattern at  
New York Ave and 
AMTRAK Bridges      
-two 80 ft spans 
rendered unusable by 
construction of ARWT

Boat traffic pattern at  New 
York Ave Bridge      
- boats maneuver to enter 
correct span by crossing 
river between bridges



Lower Beaverdam
Creek 

left: before 
completion of 
ARWT at  Route 
50 Bridge
below: after

AMTRAK Bridge 

Condensation forms on underside of bridge causing slip 
hazard – wet or icy concrete surface at sharp turn



Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens – tidal gut before ARWT



Narrow turn after tidal gut

Existing Dock at National Arboretum
• Sediment build up/no shell landing



Hickey Run –
Golf Course 
Bridge

Watts Branch 
sandbars

2014

2017



Sandbars at Watts Branch and Hickey Run 
• narrow and sinuous navigable  channel for 

traffic in both directions

3 span bridge creates one maneuverable span
• narrow and sinuous navigable channel



Hickey Run

Boat traffic pattern at Watts 
Beach, Hickey Run and 
Langston Bridge

Extensive sandbar at Watts Branch east of Kingman and 
Heritage Islands



Positive development along Kingman/Heritage Corridor:
• Decommissioning and demolition of PEPCO PLANT
• Closing and capping of Kenilworth Dump
• Designation of Nature Preserve by Mayor Bowser

Watts Branch sandbar extends into PEPCO Lagoon



Single usable span at Benning obstructed by sandbar 
and bollard 

Anacostia 
Community 
Boathouse
Navigation Map

(directions necessary 
for safe navigation 
of Upper Anacostia -
complexity 
demonstrates number 
of existing hazards 
created largely by 
human intervention)





We value our River and 
want to protect and enjoy it.


